Colonel Manuel “Manny” Menéndez, 
Commander, 32nd Medical Brigade
 
COL Manuel “Manny” Menéndez, hails from Puerto Rico, and enlisted into Army service in 1992 as a Combat Medic. After completing his enlisted service, he attended and graduated from Methodist University with a bachelor’s degree in physician assistant studies and commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Army Medical Specialist Corps. He later earned a master’s in physician assistant studies from the University of Nebraska Medical Center and a master’s in strategic studies from the U.S. Army War College.  
 
COL Menéndez has spent his career focused on operational medicine.  His nine deployment experiences have ranged from bridging and peacekeeping operations in Bosnia, to conventional combat operations in Iraq, Special Operations raids in Afghanistan and elsewhere, as well as hurricane response in Puerto Rico.  
 
His assignments and key positions include the 212th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital, Airborne and Air Assault Field Artillery units, the 75th Ranger Regiment, the Joint Special Operations Command, the AMEDD Captains Career Course, the Executive Officer to the Commanding General (MEDCoE), Command of the 759th Forward Surgical Team (Airborne), Capabilities Developer for Army Medicine, Commander for the 232d Medical Battalion (Combat Medic Training), and most recently an assignment as the Command Surgeon for Special Operations Command North.
 
His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal (with three oak leaf clusters); the Defense Meritorious Service Medal; the Meritorious Service Medal (five oak leaf clusters); the Joint Service Commendation Medal (one oak leaf cluster); the Army Commendation Medal (eight oak leaf clusters), and the Army Achievement Medal (seven oak leaf clusters). He earned the Combat Medical and Combat Action Badges, the Expert Field Medical Badge, and qualification as an Airborne Ranger and Flight Surgeon.  He earned the Surgeon General’s Physician Assistant Award in 2012, was named an Army Medicine Iron Major in 2017, and was inducted into the Order of Military Medical Merit in 2019.   
